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sued, and their humiliation was before them. With a glad
heart the Congress unanimously endorsed the Decree of
Annulment and wrote finis to an unhappy chapter.1

More devastating even than the impact of Brest-Litovsk
on German internal afEairs was its Nemesis in Germany's
relations with the Allied and Associated Powers, both
before and after her defeat at their hands. For the
signature of the treaties of Brest inspired a unity of
purpose and a degree of co-operation between America
and the Western Powers which all previous negotiations
between them had failed to achieve.

During the first year of American participation in the
war there had seemed to be but a lukewarmness in
Wilson's pursuit of his policies. His attitude towards the
enemy had lacked that Vernichtungswlle (will to an-
nihilate) which the nations of the Entente had acquired
over a longer period of hostilities. The Allies were concerned
far more with the defeat of Germany than with her sub-
sequent reformation ; they were fighting Germany as such,
despite the protestation of the propaganda departments
to the contrary. The hatred of everything German had
taken hold of them and was to find its subsequent expression
in the Khaki Election of 1918, But Wilson preferred to
distinguish between the German people and their rulers.
" War upon German imperialism, peace with German
liberalism" had been the essence of the presidential
speeches since April 1917, and the emphasis had been laid
upon the profit which the Liberals would acquire by separat-
ing their fortunes from those of Ludendorfi and accepting

1 The resolution, passed by the Council of Commissars and the
Congress on November 9, received official force when adopted by
the Central Executive Committee on November 13, 1918. For text
see Appendix X, p. 447.